PLAYLIST - CHRISTMAS BONUS SHOW - JINGLE BELLS 
Sixteen different recordings of the holiday standard 


"Jingle Bells" is one of those songs that is so ubiquitous and feels so timeless that 
it's almost hard to believe that there was ever a time it didn't exist, or that someone 
actually wrote it (that it is one of those songs that's been around forever and was 
passed on orally for centuries). But the song was written by James Lord Pierpont in 
1857. 


Some "Jingle Bells" trivia: 

* The original song title was "The One Horse Open Sleigh." 

* According to Wikipedia, "it has been claimed that it was originally written to be 
sung by a Sunday school choir for Thanksgiving, or as a drinking song." 

* The first recording was on an 1889 Edison cylinder record. That recording is lost, 
but a later Edison cylinder from 1898 survives. 


An incomplete list of artists who have recorded "Jingle Bells" is here, and shows that 
there's plenty of material for a second (or third, or fourth) "Jingle Bells" show in the 
future: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of artists who have recorded %22Jingle Bells%22 


ALL TRACKS ARE RECORDINGS OF THE SONG "JINGLE BELLS" and unless noted, 
were released under that title. 

Many of these recordings are out-of-print and in most of those cases, | either 
downloaded an mp3 from the "Jazz Anthology" website (https://jazz-on-line.com) or, 
in a couple instances, from archive.org or, when | was really desperate, recorded the 
music from the best-available-quality Youtube video. 

For those tracks, links are provided in lieu of discographical information. 

Notable sidemen and soloists are given when available. 


Ferko String Band 
c 1947 recording. Recorded from a Youtube video: https://youtu.be/JuexXbPQSuSY 


Fats Waller 

1936; a vocal and an instrumental version, both released under the title "Swingin’ 
Them Jingle Bells." Waller's usual band featuring Herman Autry on trumpet and Al 
Casey on guitar plays on both recordings. | have it on a complete set of Waller's 
recordings; he only ever recorded these two versions, so any recordings you find by 
Waller will be these. 

78 transfers are available from archive.org. 

Vocal: https://archive.org/details/78_ swingin-them-jingle-bells_fats-waller-and-his- 


rhythm-fats-waller-john-hancock_ gbia0094828a 


Instrumental: https://archive.org/details/78 swingin-them-jingle-bells-sonando- 


cascabeles fats-waller-and-his-rhythm-fats_gbia0188143b 


Duke Ellington and His Orchestra 

Originally released on a 1961 album entitled JINGLE BELL JAZZ, which, no, was NOT 
comprised entirely of versions of "Jingle Bells." | think it's been reissued on other 
Columbia-Sony-Legacy collections of both Ellington and various Christmas records. 


Benny Goodman and his Orchestra 

1935 recording for Bluebird/RCA Records, arranged by Fletcher Henderson; sidemen 
and soloists include Bunny Berigan (trumpet), Toots Mondello (alto sax), Arhur Rollini 
(tenor sax), and Gene Krupa (drums). 

Downloaded from "Jazz Anthology:" 


http://www.jazz-on-line.com/a/mp3y/1935_252.mp3 


Glenn Miller and his Orchestra, vocals by Tex Beneke and Ernie Caceres with the 
Modernaires 
1941 recording. | downloaded it from "Jazz Anthology:" http://www.jazz-on- 


line.com/a/mp3y/1941 045.mp3 


Artie Shaw and his Orchestra, vocal by the Chickering Four 
1950 recording for Decca Records which has probably been reissued on MCA-Decca- 
GRP-Universal. | downloaded it from "Jazz Anthology:" 


http://www.jazz-on-line.com/a/mp5c/DEC76845.mp3 


Slam Stewart Quintet 

1945 recording. Sidemen-soloists included Red Norvo (vibes) and Johnny Guarnieri 
(piano). 

Downloaded from "Jazz Anthology:" 


http://www.jazz-on-line.com/a/mp5c/CONW3332.mp3 


Will Bradley and his Woogie Boys 

released in 1944 under the title "Jingle Bells Boogie Woogie." Sidemen-soloists 
include Billy Butterfield (trumpet), Will Bradley (trombone), Paul Ricci (clarinet), and, 
again, Johnny Guarnieri (piano). 


Downloaded from "Jazz Anthology:" http://www.museeg.net/a/2c19/DV520324.mp3 


Oscar Peterson 
from the album AN OSCAR PETERSON CHRISTMAS 
with Jack Schantz (flugelhorn) and Lorne Lofsky (guitar). 


King Cole Trio 
Radio transcript disc from 1938. Downloaded from "Jazz Anthology:" 


http://www.museeg.net/a/2b17/BB507809.mp3 


Benny Carter and his Swing Quintet 

1936 recording featuring Carter (alto sax and clarinet), Tommy McQuater (trumpet), 
Gerry Moore (piano), and Albert Harris (guitar). 

Downloaded from "Jazz Anthology:" 


http://www.jazz-on-line.com/a/mp3t/TS486220.mp3 


Pete Rugolo and his Orchestra 

released on Columbia Records in 1954 under the title "Jingle Bells Mambo." The 
band included a who's who of west coast jazz: Shorty Rogers and Maynard Ferguson 
on trumpet, Bud Shank on alto sax and flute, Jimmy Giuffre on tenor and baritone 
sax, and Shelly Manne on drums, among others. 

Downloaded from "Jazz Anthology:" 


http://www.jazz-on-line.com/a/mp3h/COLRZSP10873.mp3 


Firehouse Five Plus Two 
1950 recording. Downloaded from "Jazz Anthology:" 
http://www.jazz-on-line.com/a/mp30/GOO30y.mp3 


Frank Sinatra 
1957 recording from the Capitol aloum A JOLLY CHRISTMAS FROM FRANK SINATRA. 
He also recorded an earlier version of this for Columbia Records. 


The Singing Dogs 

This recording was originally part of a three-song "medley," but was somewhat short 
for airplay, and the applause at the beginning of the track made it hard for DJs to 
cue up. In 1971, after years of requests from DJs, RCA edited the track so that there 
was a repeat of one section, extending it to 1:40, which is still short but suitable for 
airplay; it was released on 45, and that's usually the version that still gets played. 
The full length medley was recorded from a Youtube video here: 


https://youtu.be/LhTSBOQnZzbU 
The extended single edit can be heard here: https://youtu.be/qSEBFIBtylE 


